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: H AT pe ns label | 
disaffection should endeavour, even at such an 


awful crisis as the present, to promote its own 


purposes by poisoning the minds of the people 
and by diverting their attention from their real 
interests, is not much to be wondered at, how- 
ever it is to be lamented. But that a person, 
standing in the high and respectable situation of 
an Independant English Country Gentleman, 
should be induced to lend his name to such per- 
nicious purposes must afford matter, not 1 of 
concern, but of surprize and astonishment. 

I have been led to make these Wee by 
reading a Publication,” that has lately been ad- 
dressed to us, under the signature of a very re- 
pet: ae ede eee ee ; 


10. 


rt” that Address to 1 "The oe Wu 
-M the Mode adopted ys the Minivte of raising 


72 . ER Eten RT | 


| EET for the current year. Who, after Bog 
such a profession, would not bave expected to 
have seen a fair and candid statement of the pre- 
sent situation of this Country, of the nature of the 
War in which we are engaged, of the Temper of 
the Enemy with which we are contending, of the 
important and alarming Crisis at which that Con- 
test is arrived, of the nature and value of the 
Interests that are involved in the Contest, of the 
state of the Public Securities and the Terms upon 
which Money might at present be funded, of the 
justice of rendering the additional and necessary 
Burthens as little oppressive as possible to the 
lower ranks of the Community by laying them on 
the higher; and lastly of the wisdom, generosity, 
and sound policy-of-aveiding, by extraordinary 
present Exertion, the intailing the most disadvan- 
tageous zee. upon e e _ our 
Pontofifg:?i> „e en Das arm Die 
kene wigerablycdimppainted Fa 5 05 every 
one have been, who tock up the worthy Knight's 
Address with such an expedtation! Not a single 
word is to be found, not a single position is stated, 
not a single argument adduced or attempted upon 
either of those Topies ; but instead of this, we 
have nothing but a long string of assertions un- 
supported by evidence, and of the most violent, 
unconnected, and irrelevant inveftive. +: .- » 
Far from me be the presumption of imputing 
to the worthy Knight any motives inconsistent, in 
bis Pinion, Wl pls, duty to his e „ 
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Sinz that he has been impetie hu the best of ; 


motives, it must apf ear strange, that persons act. 


ing under influences directiy opposite should con- | 


sider the same means as the most favorable to the 


attainment of their different ends; for this I will 


not hesitate to assert, that if the most artful and 


determined enemy of the happiness of this Coun- 
try had thought it necessary for his on purpose 


to have addressed you at chis time, he would have 
found it moet convenient to his views to have 


adopted the method that has been praftised by 


the worthy Knight. He would most studiously 
have avoided all the circumstances that have 
5 created the necessity of our present extraordinary 


| exertions ; he would have kept out of sight, as 


much as Possible. the importance of the Contest 
in which we are engaged, the awful and alarming 
crisis at which that Contest is arrived, the in- 
calculable value of the Interests that are involved 
in it, and he would by the most violent person 
_ alities against lie Man, have endeavoured to have 
turned your attention from, and to have defeated 
the success of he Meabure; such would have been 

the conduct of the most determined enemy of the 


happiness of this Country; süch has been the 


conduct of the worthy Knight, "ating as I am 
perfectly satisfied, under the ene of n no 5 rack 
motives, ot; 


_ Having made wor per e upon 


the contents and the omissjons of the worthy 


| . 8 Addres, I chall proceed t to remark upon 
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the particular parts of it, as it now stands, and - 
chall add shortly my sentiments upon, the sub- 


jest, the consideration of which the werthy 
Kniglit IS to do his eit! in addrexcing 


You. 


And here 1 am amy 10 es the . 8 


ths justice of saying, ihat no one can possibly 


accuse him of attempting to corrupt the judg - 
ment of his Readers by flattery or adulation; for 
in the very outset of his Address he fixes upon 
his Countrymen, in the most explicit terms, the 


charge of being particularly advanced in folly and 


ideotism. He calls upon them zo survey with: ter- 


ror the firecifuice to which the blind confidence given to 


this Mawhas brought us, a confidence no where carried 
further tlan · in the County which I am about to ad- 


drei. If I comprehend rightly the worthy 
Knight, and I think it is not possible to misunder- | 


Stand him, he here means to impute pretty gene- 
rally to the Freeholders. and Inhabitants of the 
County of Oxford that species of confidence, which 
has no foundation upon or connexion with the 
judgment, with that species of confidence, which 
insensible to and indifferent about its most valu- 
able and important interests, makes an implicit 
surrender of them to the management of persons, 
of whose qualities and capacities oy are both 
ignorant and regardless. 

I will not affront the County of Oxford 80 far 
as to take upon myself its defence against 80 
serious a but for the N of e | 


to the worthy Knight ü PAT 1 have: no , pretensiond £ 
to any share of his compliment, 1 do assure him, 
that T have watched with the most anxious atten- 


| regard for that Gentleman. The worthy Knight 


tion the Contest, in which we are engaged, from 
the moment of its commencement; that J am satis- 


fied upon the most mature reflexion, that the War 


was in its commencement on our part, not only 


just, but unavoidable; that 17 has been con- 
ducted by us, with energy, with honor, and with 


success. I am convinced, that the Ministers of this 
Country have done every thing that was con- 


sistent with the interests, and even more than was 


consistent with the honor of the Country, to re- 
store to us the blessings of Peace; and that we 
owe the continuance of the inconveniences and 
the horrors of War to the insatiable envy and im- 


placable hatred of the present Rulers of France. 


These conclusions are the result of the most active 


and honest exercise of my judgment, and if I con- 


tinue to give my confidence to this Man, as the 
worthy Knight politely calls him, I do it not from 
any. wilful disregard of, or inattention to my duty. 
but from a deliberate and decided conviction that 


in so doing I act most conformably to the real 


Interests of my Country: - 1 

The worthy. Knight then „ to state, 
that he has no connexion with Mr. Fox, a declara- | 
tion which, if it means any thing, means to per- 
Suade us, that he is not biased or influenced in the 
smallest degree, by any partiality to, or personal 


| * ; 
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ow: 8 3 1 FW pts think it t ne- 
cessary to make such a declaration; he best knows : 


whether he did not think it safe to suffer his read - 
er to form his opinion from the features and com- 


plexion of the Address; or to discover, in the 
candour; the moderation and the personal civility 
with which it so abounds, the strict impefnnr, 


| that had aftuated the writer Git. 


I do not however feel it necessary to follow the | 


| worthy Knight's example, or to say, that J have 
no connexion with one man, or that I have a con- 


nexion with another. Whenever Ishall be charged 
with acting with a view to my own private interest, 


from motives of partiality, or from a spirit of deꝰ 


pendance, it will be then time —_ to rnd 


myself against the charge. 


One should scarce have 8 it of 3 


tance upon the present occasion to have entered 


into a consideration of the circumstances, that at- 
tended the appointment of the present Minister 


to his office. The worthy Knight tells you in his 


address, that he had repeatedly given the present 


Minister his support, notwithstanding any circum- 
stances that might have attended his admission to 


his office; he therefore leaves us rather at a loss 
to guess, how such circumstance can be of any 


importance on the present occasion; since how- 
ever the worthy. Knight has thought proper to al- 


lude to that event, I will take upon me to say, 


hat if there was any thing wrong or amiss in that 


appointment, it was an error, for which the pub, 


Fat 


Anus the llnem Sovereign) wrongly 
ey Knight: have zelefted 

„ tant [wad . eee ns 8 not toy; I lh 
d4itrect terms assert that it was such, , ELD 


Constitution. If the Minister's measures were 


„ . oy this occasion distin „ i 
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cliularly strong and i impressive ; when 


chat event he calls it a mizforiune which: nut be NVC 
leeply, imirested on the heart -of every Englichman. 1 
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teed by a dutiful attachment to his Sovereign ana 
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5 
his cout; 5 e mildly calls it ts tic „ 


of his oþ ponents. Where was all that asperity . 
invettive, when he was speaking of men, who had © 
aged according to his judgment so disloyally and _ 
uuconstitutionally, which he afterwards $01iberally / 
bestows upon the man, who had acted upon tdje 

dame occasion 80 well and 80 laudably? I should 
not have dwelt so long upon this part of the wor. 

thy Knight's address, if it had not, in my judgment 

_ tended very strongly to prove, how incapable the 

worthy Knight is of Wale _— if * 85 

or personal regard. e 

I he worthy Lale den proceety to Git 5 
the most unequivocal terms, that tie wur was on 

dur fart both just and necessary; which admission 

amounts to a decided approbation of the conduct 

of the Minister, and as decided a condemnation 


of the conduct of his opponents. Vet does this 


worthy Knight, in the very same breath assert, 
that the war so justly commenced was continued 

only for the corrupt purposes of the Minister. It 
surely might have been as well, if the worthy 


Knight, instead of relying upon meer assertion, 


had she wn, that the hostile disposition of the ene- 
my, which first provoked us to the war, had been 
abandoned, or had abated in the smallest degree; 
or if he had proved, that an opportunity had 
been offered to us of retiring from the contest 
| with security and with honor; one should have 


thought, that when he was speaking upon the 


subject of the continuance of the war, it. might 


1 


„„ nove. afforded: n e t rain | = | 
some mention of the steps, that we had taken by 25 195 Wo, 
the Executive Government of this country towards | 
a restoration of peace. He might have stated, 
that in the course of the year before last, notwiths 
standing the first aggression had been made by 
the enemy, this country had condescended to make 
ouyertures of peace, and had sent a Minister to 
55 France for the purpose of effecting one. He 
mist have stated the failure of that embassy, and 
might justly have imputed that failure to the arro- 
gance of the enemy. He might have added that 
notwithstanding the mortification of their former 


ill success, our Executive Government had conde- 
scended in the following year to make another q 
effort for the restoration of peace; and he might 1 
have concluded by stating, most truly, that the . | 
repetition of our condescension had produced 2 
nothing on the part of the enemy but an 1 5 
aggravation of their insolence. Surely when : fy 
speaking of the continuance of the war, candour is 
might have suggested some notice of these cir- 8 11 
. cumstances, and I leave it to the worthy Knight . 
to explain his motives for omitting them. ö 1 


The wortby Knight then employy a long para- 
55 graph to shew, that some time ago there was a 
„ first Lord of the Admiralty, who discharged very 15 
insufficiently the duties of his office; but that 93 

there was at present, and had been for some time, 

a person in that situation, who by his conduct and 
administration gave universal satisfaction. I con- 
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FI it requires mi to my 
lot, to discover in this circumstance any ground or 
came for present censure or complaint. ts 
Ihe worthy Knight then with more 5 

I hope, than justice consigns by wholesale to in- 
famy' all the persons, who are employed in ma- 
naging and conducting the lower departments of 
the revenue; and after making some oblique and, 
I trust, very unmeritted. insinuations against the 
independance of those, who have tendered their 
services to the public upon the present emer- 

gency, he concludes his paragraph with this most 
beautiful metaphor, Mr. Put having inured ile ſree 
born Briton to tlie saddle, now thinks he may get uon 
his back and guad him on 10 alject slavery. If the 
worthy. Knight thinks so meanly of the under- 
| standings of those, towhom he addresses himself, as 
io suppose that they are to be influenced and per- 
sSuaded by such jargon as this, he has certainly ; 
done right in degrading his address down to the 
level of their understandings; but if I might give 
my judgment, without offence, upon this stable- 
born figure, I should say, that it tends no more 
towards establishing any fact in charge against 
the person to whom it alludes, than it does to 
prove the ee of the ideas of the nd | 
| Knight. | 
Ihe — Knight then. 3 to ak a 
2 and to answer it himself, Let ne ak 

{5935 ne). under what firetence this. confiscation is 6% 

? be levied. 115 1 caunot be eee fer, the At m6 and | 


: 755 of an inuation, he talks of reducing both thein 
extablichments—Nd, # is te provide for the imterest * 
| 4 ni Loan. | It i is ee to avoid ob- . 


of the army and the navy, he does it in defiance 
| of this fact, that whatever reductions were intend- 
ed in the army and navy, were ascertained before 


;. 43g "0 he: 8 to frightes 10 with 
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* n an inattention to, or ahi be et 4. 


about the sources from whence he.draws his infor- 
mation ; for the worthy Knight has in the course of 


only four lines fallen into four of the most erroneous 
and extravagant mistatements: let us however, de- 
stroy this chain of delusion, link by link. First then, 


when he asserts that this money is not raised for the 
purposes of the armyand navy, he does it in the 
teeth of the estimates and votes of the House of 


| Commons, by which this money is applied to those 
speciſic purposes. When he asserts, that the 


idea of an invasion is a false alarm created by the 
Minister, he does it in defiance of the solemn re- 
solutions of the legislative and executive powers 
of France, and of ths zealous and vi pies rr 


pose of invading. us. When dog that the Mi- 
nister talks of reducing both the establishments 


the making of those estimates and allowed for in 
making of them. And when he asserts that this 


money is raised to pay the interest on the en 
Loan, it is sufficient to say, that his assertion 
amounts to this, that fifteen millions are raised to 
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pay the interest of three. If any Auch can 
be made for such mistatements as these, it must 
be, that they carry in their abcurdty the antidote. 
of their mischief. © 1 
The worthy Knight then calls our attention to 

2 circumstance 0 decerving. attention to be omitted, 
the immense profits two noble tellers will make by these 


= @s5e55ments- fassing through lie Exchequer.” The 


worthy Knight cannot desire more sincerely than 
I do, to see the abolition of useless places and the 


reduction of enormous and disproportionate emo- _ 


laments ; ; but anxious as that desire is, I would | 

not willingly promote it by the omission of a fact 
or by the sacrifice of my candour. When there- 
fore the worthy Knight proceeds to say that when 
r member (he might have most justly added one of 


| the most respectable members of that House) - 


fposed this unjust increase of Sinecure fees, the Minister 
with his usnal haygness, but without argument, aut 


Ii arbitrary vote, he proves, that he has been 


grossly abused, by the souree of his information: 
an argument was.advanced, and, it was this, that 
the officers of the Exchequer derive no .emolu- 
ment from the payment of money into the Ex- 
chequer, that whether the supplies for the year 
| were to be raised by the usual mode of a loan, or 
by the present mode of a contribution, it made no 
difference in point of emolument to the officers of 
the Exchequer, and therefore that there was no 
ground for making any particular regulation in 
de present instance. Such was the argument 


adduced, and such argument might have. beeg 
stated in candor by the worthy Knight. Irepeat, 


that when useless offices are abolished, and enor- 
mous salaries are reduced to the standard of the 
services that are rendered for them, it will not af- 
ford the worthy Knight more nn than i it 
alk do de wen Tf HAD 1 5 
HFaving now . 50 the: most promi- 
nent passages of the worthy; Knight's address, 
which I confess seem to me to bear but very little 
relation to the object which he professed tohave in 
view; and having looked in vain for any other 
passages more connected with the subject, Ichall 
proceed to propose to you some serious questions, 
as the ground of the observations, that 1 Faheth af- 
terwards submit to you. . | 
Was the war in its commencement on our r part 
just and necessary, or not? _ 
Hlave we ever had an obe h of retiring 
Grow the contest with security and honor? 
Hlave we not done every thing that was consist- 
ent with our dignity and interests, to Ne for 
ourselves the restoration of Peace? 10 
Have we not then an implacable and power- * 

ful enemy, who has not only solemnly decreed, 
but is actually preparing with the utmost vigor 
and zeal, to execute its hostile designs against us; 
which it has declared to be nothing less, than the 
total overthrow and ruin of this country? 
Does it not become us as men and as Englich- 
men, sensible of the inestimable blessings of the 
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-otistitation, by which” we are dis 
statid forward with zeal and with fimness in de- 
ſeuee of chose blessiugs? and does it not equally 
derome us as men of wisdom and sound olicy, 
chearfully to apply a part of our gebe kr th 
Preservation of the restte:?:: 97 | 
Shall we give our demos to: a set of Hos, | 
ws: would either recommend to us à base and 
aàͤhjebt submission to the ruinous mercy of our im- 
placable enemy, or by attempting to conceal 
rot us our real situation, would betray us utipre- 
into the hands of that enemy? or shall we 
give it to those men who, faithful to their duties 
and regardful of our interests, would excite in 
Gar hände a. just sense of their danger, and pro- 
pose for | us s the means of their defence 1 22 12 57288 
vation? Ft 5 te 5 
1 otated ho e 1 will not 4 
front you 50 far as to suppose that you can possi- 
bly feel the least doubt or hesitation about them. 
Lam confident you will see and admit the neces- 
sity of some extraordinary exertion, and T will now 
state the reasons, that have convinced me of the 
5 . and utility of the measure proposed. 
The first great advantage that results from the 
propomd method of raising the supplies is this, 
that ĩt does not tend to depress in the smallest de- 
gree the value of mw e ee 8g 
of the country. DAE f 
Another e PRE 18 that * as: not 
_ draw large: ume nd the Fs 


cadions and Services” of 
does not create that competition between the 
publick and the mere hant, which must alas 
be attended with great disadvantag get to the latter. 


And when it is considered, that the enemy 2 


cularly aims its blows at our vitals, our credit, 1 

our commerce, the importance | of these advan- 

tages must rise considerably i in our estimation. 23 
Another great advantage is, that the lower 


Classes of society are exempted from this contri · 


| bution, by the operation of the act that creates it; 
| whereas i in the ordinaty case of taxes, the” lower 
classes can releive themselves from the inconve- 
nience of them, only by the Senden me 0d © of 
raising the price of their labor. e 
Another advantage that it Ka Gbr a tax im- 


posed upon any article of consumption is, that 


such tax always falls on the consumer with a con- 
Siderable i increase, in the hape of a AN} . 


dem nification to the dealer. 

"Another advantage, and one which; I trust, no 
Uberal man will think an inconsiderable one, is, 
that we avoid the imposing o on | our 2 ay 
additional burthens. CD ad. RP 

To this: state ment of the i Few mstances, that 
constitute the advantages of the present mode of 
raising the Supplies over the more usual one of a 
Loan, it may most justly be added, that on a fair 
consideration of the terms upon which money 
might at present be funded, of the quantity and 
the cature of the Taxes" that must be . 
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the purpose of paying the Interest of wack Ling. 

and a proportionate division made of those Taxes | 
according to the scale of each man's income and 
expenditure,. it would appear, that no person is 
called upon topay bythe present contribution more 
than amounts to a fair, and in many cases a very. 
advantageous redemption of an annuity, which he 
and his posterity would be liable to pay, as 6 their 
proportion or chare of those Taxes. 2 

It may not. however, be a useless a to 
enquire more minutely into the operation and 
effect of this contrihution upon a person of landed 
property, which I consider as the case of the wor- 
thy Knight. 

And here it will be ** to 3 a —_ | 
extraordinary mistatement into which the worthy 
Knight has been, I presume, inadvertently be- 
trayed. He asserts in the most direct terms, that 
no declaration is allowed, as the Bill at present 
stands, to reduce the assessment to the tenth part 
of the income of the party assessed. If the wor- 
thy Knight had condescended to have read with 
care the Bill upon which he has commented 80. 
freely, he must have avoided so egregious an error. 
Let us take for the abovementioned purpose, 
the case of a man having an estate of £200. per 
annum: the value of that estate is at present (bo; 
the sum that such person is made liable to pay 
being £45, amounts to a one Aundred and thirty- 
third fart of the value of his property. When 
ben it is considered, that the whole of this pro» 


| TO 
 perty is threatened with the most serious danger; | 


called for to be applied to the purpose of precerying = 
the rest, can this deserve to be called by the in?! 
vidious name of a Confiscation, or ĩs it a measure 


© that is about to awnikilate the. chadow of Brick Frees 
and Constitutional Indefendance 2") | W 
Let it here be romentbired that e eee 
common consent called the best of times, namely, 
a few ycars after the æra of the revolution, and 
when the urgency of the occasion was not to be 
compared wich that of the present times, a con - 
tribution of Three Shillings in the Pound, was re- 
quired of every landholder, and a proportionate 
share of all personal property, which - amounted 
td little len an a n een 
. 1 * 77 
But 8 lde thee. minute: ns; uninterest- 
ing calculations, let it be granted, that we are 


called upon to make some extraordinary exer- _ 


tions, and that those exertions will be attended 
_ with some present inconvenience ; it then be- 
| eomes our duty to look to the mne that ; 

creates the necessity of hem 
Let then every one who feels any Toſs for his 
property, any regard for his friends, any affection 
for his family, any respect for the mild and equal 
laws by which he is governed, any attachment to 
the constitution to which he owes so many bles- 
sings, any veneration for that religion to which he 
zs indebted for his consolation here, and his 12875 | 


* Earn * | des 
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all these valuable and sacred interests are threaten 
ed by an implacable enemy with overthrow and 
ruin, and then let him ballance the i inconvenience 
he is called upon to bear, against the urgent and 
solemn emergency that creates the necessity of it. 
I will not offend the Freeholders and Inhabi- 
tants of the County of Oxford, by supposing that 
they require any thing furtherato raise in their 
minds a just sense of the awful situation, in which 
they Sand, to excite in them a lively and suitable 
concern for their interests that are 80 seriously 


threatened, or to urge them to adopt with ardor 


and firmness the proper means foz their protection 


and defence. On the contrary, I am confident 


they will be amongst the most zealous to come for- 
ward in obedience to the calls of their Country; 
and that they will not suffer themselves to be 

eterred or seduced either by the insidious efforts 
of disappointed ambition, the more open and vio- 
lent attempts of malignant disaffection, or by the 
cold, and if not equally criminal, yet equally per- 
nicious contrivances of sordid, short-sighted, and 

nl judging parsimon y 2 
| I . GENTLEMEN, 

Yours, &c. _. 
JOHN COKER. 

January 17, 1798. 


pect of happiness hereafter, let him reflect, that 
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